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the Cabinet has forced all this upon Chamberlain, and that they are   CHAP,
determined not to have war and to do something to let him down easily. v
Salisbury's speech was  conceived on these lines,  and a little vague
bluster but nothing more. I accentuated Bannerman's declaration about
hostilities; this pledges the Liberal party against war.1
This is the sorry work of self-duped malevolence. It is a false ac-
count of Chamberlain, of the Cabinet, of a large part of Liberal-
ism, of the balance of feeling in the House of Commons. When
"Labby's" version reached Pretoria at a critical hour the effect
was both plausible and pernicious. By that time other accounts
from London had convinced the Boers that if foreign Powers
failed them they could count again, and more surely than ever,
upon the see-saw of the British party-system.
The conciliatory character of Chamberlain's action at this
time is established by a consensus of evidence. General opinion
abroad, Liberal opinion at home, Afrikander opinion at the
Cape, advised President Kruger to reciprocate. When he showed
signs of dour delay fifty alarmed Afrikander members of the
Cape Parliament besought him. They entreated in effect: "Agree
with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with
him".
m
The Old Man seemed deaf as stone on that side of the head.
He could no more modify himself at this juncture than the rocks
of his veldt could alter their geology.
What of "my independence"? That, as at Bloemfontein, was
his unchanging criterion. On sacred principle, from the outset, he
rejected joint enquiry as a profane intrusion. "The Government
S.A.R. deem a compliance with this request impossible, as it
would be equivalent to a destruction of our independence." 2
Next, to a direct appeal from de Villiers, he replied:
I am sworn to uphold the independence of my country, and I have the
very best reasons for believing that Chamberlain and Milner are deter-
mined to rob me of that independence. ... The demand for the franchise
1  Thorold's    Labouchere,    p.    406    (Kruger's telegram to Steyn, August
(Labouchere to Montagu White).          2, 1899).
2  Milner   Papers,   vol.   i.   p.   483